
Irish Farmers Visit and Tour 
New Fertilizer Plant  

Earlier this summer, a group of Irish 

farmers traveled the country side to 

learn about American farming opera-

tions. Touring the mid-west, the new 

fertilizer plant in Gettysburg was 

among the many stops between Illi-

nois and the Dakotas. Many of the 

tourists were stunned to learn about 

the technology, the impressive size, 

cropping rotations, weed control, and 

the diversity in our crops and farms.  

In Ireland, the average farm is about 116 acres, while in 

the US the farms average 441 acres.  About 64 percent of 

total land area in Ireland is used for agriculture compared 

to 41 percent in the US. One common similarity was the 

age of the average farmer: 57 (Ireland) & 55 (US).  One of 

the tourists commented that an issue in Ireland is 

the economy, and that most young adults are mov-

ing to the capital city and not continuing on the 

farm— which is similar to the US, too.  

With $1 = 0.8877 euro, the average net income for a 

US farm household is $81,480; while an Irish farm 

household averages $30,705. Another finding was 

that Irish farm households have a 51 percent rate of 

off-farm employment; meanwhile American farm 

households have a 91 percent rate.  

According to the Irish Farmers Journal, Ireland has 

enviable natural advantages for farming with fertile 

soils, a temperate climate and abundant rain water. Ire-

land’s climate is particularly suited for the growth of 

ryegrass, an excellent and inexpensive feed for livestock. 

Therefore, it is no surprise that beef and milk production 

are the two most important farming sectors in Ireland; 

accounting for almost 60 percent of agricultural output. 

Ireland is the largest beef exporter in Europe and one of 

the largest in the world.  

The US is the largest beef exporter in the world; making 

cattle and calves (ranching) one of the top five agricultur-

al commodities in the country. Also, the US farmer pro-

duces 46 percent of the world’s soybeans, 41 percent of 

the world’s corn, and 13 percent of the world’s wheat.  

With the average yearly rainfall in central South Dakota at 

19 inches, the tourists were impressed with our no till-

farming techniques to conserve the moisture. This is due 

to the fact that the average yearly rainfall in Ireland is 30-

50 inches, and there is substantial tilling to rid their fields 

of that moisture. Before heading off to their next tour, an 

Irishmen commented that he had never “realized how 

passionate the American farmer really was”.  
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The financing program is going strong and will be in 

place again this year. 2017 applications will be mailed 

out to current customers by the end of September 

2016. The loan maturity will be January 15, 2018 on 

new applications. Anyone wishing to be a part of the 

program that hasn’t been in the past can get an appli-

cation at any CHS Northern Plains location. The current 

finance program is to be used for your crop input 

needs which includes your fall burndown needs for 

2016.  Feed program information will be sent out at 

current feed loan maturity.  

The new program has one change from previous years. 

Interest rate will be 2-4% on funds borrowed depend-

ing on your credit rate. This rate still makes us very 

competitive with other financial institutions. Being in 

the CHS Northern Plains program still entitles you to 

get all our competitive prepaid discounts we have 

offered in the past and still will be offering. 

 

We want to thank you for your business in the past 

year.  With the agricultural economy being the way it 

is we believe this program offers one more way that 

CHS Northern Plains can help you keep more money in 

your pocket for continued success in your agricultural 

business. 

We look forward to serving you again this year. If you 

have any questions or comments please fill free to 

contact us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jolene Schall                                       Rachelle Griese 

Loan Officer                                        Credit Assistant   

800-658-3670                                     800-658-4718 

 

Change in Credit & Finance 

Use of a VFD feed requires the professional supervision 
of a licensed veterinarian. 
A "VFD drug” is a drug 
intended for use in or on 
animal feed that is limited 
to use under the profes-
sional supervision of a 
licensed veterinarian.  
Producers must obtain a 
VFD order from their vet-
erinarian, then send, or 
take, the VFD order to a 
feed manufacturer or sup-
plier to get the VFD feed. 
Producers who manufac-
ture their own feed must 
have a VFD in order to get 
the medicated VFD feed 

to manufacture from. Producers who also manufacture 
feed for others should be aware that they are acting as a 
distributor and additional requirements apply. More in-
formation on manufacturing and distributing VFD feeds 
is available at: www.fda.gov/safefeed.  

The veterinarian-client-patient relationship (VCPR) is the 
basis of professional supervision. Veterinarians who  
issue a VFD order must practice veterinary medicine in 
compliance with all applicable veterinary licensing and 
practice requirements, including issuing the VFD in the 
context of a VCPR as defined by the state. If applicable 
VCPR requirements as defined by such state do not  
include the key elements of a valid VCPR as defined by 
Federal law, the veterinarian must issue the VFD in the 
context of a valid VCPR as defined by the Federal law.  

The VFD feed must be used according to the information 
specified in the labeling and on the VFD. This means for 
example that the feed can only be used for the indica-
tions and duration of use specified on the label and VFD, 
and in the animals at premises specified in the VFD.  
Furthermore, if the VFD authorizes use of a VFD drug in 
an approved combination, that combination also must 
be used according to the labeling and VFD.  

This feed compliance will go into affect as a law on  
January 1, 2017. Please contact your veterinarian and/or 
feed distributer for more information.  

VFD Feed can only be used under Vet supervision 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CENEX TOTAL PROTECTION 

PLAN
TM

 WARRANTY 

Consider protecting all your equipment with the Cenex Total Protection Plan™. 

It’s a small investment to make in exchange for valuable coverage and peace of 

mind. You get unsurpassed coverage while helping to ensure that only high-

quality energy products go into your equipment. There’s no deductible, which 

can really pay off and help keep things moving during crunch times like 

planting and harvest. When you use Ruby Fieldmaster® Premium Diesel fuels 

and Cenex® lubricants exclusively, you get up to 10 years or 10,000 hours of 

engine and transmission coverage. Whether you buy new or used equipment, 

you simply won’t find a better way to protect your investment.  

This summer, Bertsch Ranch of Miller, SD received their warranty check 

which covered the replacement of the hydraulic pump. Pictured L to R: Merle 

Bertsch, son Eric Bertsch, CES Jim Slunecka, & Jim Hargens CHS Lubricants 

District Rep. 
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Introducing Allegiant Seed 

Seed performance is at the heart of your farm’s success. And 

finding the optimal price to value for your specific operation is 

just the first of many agronomic decisions you make each 

season. CHS can help you with 

strong solutions made simple – 

starting with Allegiant™ family 

of seed. Allegiant seed puts 

advanced technology to work for you with genetic traits prov-

en to bring you strong performance at a sensible price. For 

corn and soybean growers, these innovative selections can 

round out any operation’s seed portfolio with both yield and 

value. Working with CHS agronomy experts – local profession-

als that know your farm – you benefit from a customized plan 

that starts, literally, from the ground up. And when you buy 

Allegiant seed, you’re buying from the company you own.   

Continuing that legacy of partnership, the Allegiant seed 

portfolio of corn hybrids brings you a competitive edge with 

some of the world’s most advanced technology and genetics. 

• Monsanto Roundup Ready® Corn 2 products contain in-

plant tolerance to glyphosate, the active ingredient in Round-

up® agricultural herbicides, putting broad-spectrum weed con-

trol and proven crop safety in your hands.  

• Monsanto Genuity® corn trait technologies include Round-

up Ready 2 Technology® to help you maximize yield potential 

no matter the growing conditions. These products help boost 

yield while minimizing risk with protection against targeted 

threats such as weeds, insects (like corn rootworms and corn 

earworms) and drought.  

The Allegiant seed soybean portfolio includes top-tier genetics 

and built-in resistance, at an unmatched value.  

• Bayer Liberty® and LibertyLink® systems ensure you don’t 

lose yield from missed weeds (both tough-to-control and re-

sistant grasses and broadleaf weeds). This means a conven-

ient and neighbor friendly way to plant and harvest more 

acres while saving time and money.  

• Monsanto Genuity® Roundup Ready 2 Yield® soybean traits 

provide in-plant tolerance to Roundup® herbicides for depend-

able weed control, giving you more beans per pod for more 

bushels per acre. Roundup Ready 2 Xtend® soybeans go a step 

further by providing both glyphosate and dicamba herbicide 

tolerance in addition to the high-yielding soybean technology.  

Benefits of New Seed: High Value of New Branded Seed  

Latest Technology • Highest yielding soybean technology 

available • Six soybean trait products anticipated to come 

from Monsanto in the next 2-7 years* • Leading seed treat-

ment options  

Customer Service • Dealer agronomic support before and 

after the sale • Replant policy support • Convenient packag-

ing and delivery  

Reliable Germination and Quality • Rigorously tested for 

quality and meets US Federal Seed Act requirements • Free of 

seed-borne diseases • Properly stored and conditioned  

**Pending regulatory approvals  

Contact your local agronomist or John Muske, Agronomy 

Manager at 605-765-2498, for more information on Allegiant 

Seed. 



CONGRATS TO SUMMER INTERN, 

CHAD BLADOW, ON 1ST PLACE  

FINISH IN NATIONWIDE CHS  

INTERN PHOTO CONTEST! 

Chad Bladow, center, has learned and promoted 

the promise of safety. Throughout his internship, 

Bladow has been cheered on by his co-workers for 

his superb safety awareness. Bladow believes in 

‘Safety from the Start’.  

CHS Northern Plains 

503 N Potter Street 

Gettysburg, SD 57442 

chsnorthernplains.com 
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You as producers are vital to your families, your 
communities and to Northern Plains as your 
business partner. 

The grain and feed industries have had to 
change to keep up with bigger, faster equip-
ment. Northern Plains has invested in safety 
training and new equipment to keep our Coop-
erative’s focus on “helping our owners grow”. 

How can we at Northern Plains help you the 
Producer? Let us know if you need ideas or 
equipment to do a job safely. Remember, plan-
ning is a group effort. You cannot have an effec-
tive plan if everyone involved in farming and 
ranching is not included. Anyone can be a life-
saver if included in safety planning. An outline of 
the safety plan includes: jobs done, risks, objec-
tives, goals, resources, and safety tools equip-
ment. All are important things to include when 
making a Safety Plan. 

Grain and Feed Storage is probably the most 
dangerous activity. Remember, never enter 
grain and feed storage (bins, solos, buildings, 
trucks, wagons) if at all possible. If entry is nec-
essary never enter alone, and use LockOut  
TagOut. A properly locked-out piece of equip-
ment cannot move or start unexpectedly and 
hurt or kill you or someone else.  A lifeline and 
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harness give false security as lifeline needs a 
pulley over head, or it cannot keep a person 
from being engulfed, should grain fall from 
under feet. When building new bins, ask 
builder to install a knot passing pulley on roof 
of bin. This can then be used with a harness 
and lifeline to protect a person if they need 
to enter a grain storage unit. These are all 
great parts of a safety plan, but cannot be 
done safely without training. CHS Northern 
Plains have had training but are not trainers, 
although we can locate someone to come to 
your farm or community to do a one-on-one 
or a group training. 

Store grain that is in good condition. Storing 
out of condition grain causes problems with 
grain not empting out of bins correctly—

which leads to someone entering the bin to 
see what happened. CHS Northern Plains 
has installed air pipes in some of their bins 
to aid in removing grain if it clumps and 
won’t come out, thus allow for correcting 
the problem from outside of bin (no entry). 
These ideas work, and keep our employees 
Safe.  

We want to do the same for you, our Pa-
trons and Business Partners. Let us know if 
we can help you with farm safety, and we 
will do all we can.  

Harvest Safety Reminder 


