
Quality Control Issues with 
Diesel Exhaust Fluid (DEF) 
Diesel Exhaust Fluid (DEF) is used to convert NOx gases to 

nitrogen and water vapor, thus cleaning up the exhaust. 

As DEF is injected directly into the after treatment sys-

tem, which is part of the exhaust. Quality control is pivot-

al to ensuring optimal operation of the equipment. Dete-

rioration of DEF quality can have severe consequences on 

the after treatment system and significantly reduce its 

lifespan. 

If DEF is contaminated it may cause the SCR system to 

malfunction. This means pumps and containers used for 

DEF must not be used for any other fluids. It is important 

that tanks, pumps, hoses and nozzles previously used for 

other products like diesel or lube oil are not used for DEF.  

The shelf life of DEF is two years if the fluid temperature 

remains between 12°F (-10°C) and 86°F (30°C). DEF needs 

to be stored in a temperature-controlled location and out 

of direct sunlight. High temperatures will shorten the life 

of the product, and DEF does freeze at about 12 degrees. 

However, freezing doesn’t harm the product or the en-

gine, and SCR systems are designed to deal with DEF that 

may be frozen or slushy when the vehicle starts up.  

 

Did you know you can 

purchase DEF from 

CHS Northern Plains? 

We have drums and 

shuttles for sale, with 

exchanges available. 

CHS Northern Plains 

carries Mielke Oil Com-

pany’s Vision Premium Blue diesel exhaust fluid. With a 

wide variety of pumps for sale with competitive prices. 

Contact us today for your DEF needs.  
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Internships Still 

Available in  

Ashley & Eureka! 

Our internship program is de-

signed to give students an ex-

ploratory learning experience 

in their chosen field of study. 

Internship programs with CHS 

Northern Plains are paid. If 

you know of a college student looking for an  

Sales Agronomy Internship this summer, please visit:  

 

http://www.chsnorthernplains.com/careers/internship-

opportunities/ 
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Scholarships for qualified college-bound students are 

once again available from CHS Northern Plains. Up to 

five $1,000 scholarships will be awarded to high school 

seniors in our trade area. 

To be eligible, the student’s parent or guardian must 

be a CHS Northern Plains customer. We encourage, 

but do not require, the student to seek a degree or 

certificate in agricultural studies. The ability to succeed 

at the school of choice will be a major criterion for the 

selection of the scholarship winner. Primary considera-

tion will be given to applicants whose high school aca-

demic performance is high, and have demonstrated 

the qualities of leadership, industry, integrity and good 

high school and community citizenship. 

The deadline for applying is Friday, March 17, 2017. 

Please visit our website for applications.  

Apply for CHS Northern Plains Scholarship Today! 

China, potentially the largest market for beef in the 
world, has banned most U.S. beef imports since the BSE 
scare in 2003. That could change soon, according to 

statements this week 
from China’s Premier 
Li Keqiang, reported 
in the Wall Street 
Journal, and from the 
U.S. Meat Export Fed-
eration (USMEF). 

“We also recognize 
that the United States 
has very good beef, so 
why should we deny 
Chinese customers 
this choice?” Mr. Li 
said, while speaking 
to U.S. business 
groups in New York. 

Following that state-
ment, China’s Ministry of Agriculture and General Ad-
ministration of Quality Supervision, Inspection and Quar-
antine, announced on Sept. 22 that China’s ban on im-
ports of U.S. beef has been lifted. “While this is an im-
portant first step in the process of resuming beef ex-
ports to China, USMEF understands that China must still 
negotiate with USDA the conditions that will apply to 
U.S. beef exports entering this market,” says Philip M. 
Seng, USMEF president and CEO. “USMEF looks forward 
to learning more details about the remaining steps nec-
essary for the market to officially open and for U.S. sup-
pliers to begin shipping product.” 

According to figures from the U.S. Meat Export Federa-
tion, annual per-capita consumption of beef in China 

currently is around 7 pounds, compared to about 55 
pounds in the United States. As China’s middle class con-
tinues to expand, beef consumption potentially could 
grow dramatically, and if it tripled to 21 pounds per per-
son per year, could account for virtually all the beef pro-
duced in the United States. 

The World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) current-
ly lists the United States as having “negligible risk” for 
BSE, its lowest-risk category. Since 2003, most of our 
export partners have resumed trade for U.S. beef, typi-
cally with restrictions on certain cuts or tissues consid-
ered “specific risk materials” for transmission of BSE.  

Analysts generally believe that access to the Chinese 
market for U.S. beef could significantly boost cattle pric-
es for American producers.  

Original article by: John Maday at cattlenetwork.com 

China could resume imports of U.S. beef 

 

 

Get a $40.00/ton discount on all 

Payback Mineral 
Dealers will have from until Friday, March 31, 2017 to 

receive the $40/ton discount   

Order deadline is Friday, March 17, 2017 

All product must be picked up by Friday, March 31, 2017 
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Proactively Prep Your Equipment for Spring Planting  
It’s time to start planning for spring planting. Proactively pre-

paring your equipment is the best method to prevent unnec-

essary repairs and downtime during the busiest time of the 

year. Before you head out to the fields, get your equipment 

ready for action by taking a minute to review the preventive 

maintenance guide below.  

Change air and fuel filters. Internal combustion engines 

require the proper mix of fuel and air. Clogged primary and 

secondary air and fuel filters interfere with combustion effi-

ciency. A University of Missouri study shows that replacing 

dirty air and fuel filters can increase power output by up to 4 

percent.  

Service fuel injec-

tors. Dirty fuel in-

jectors can cause 

inefficient combus-

tion and power loss. 

Internal diesel injec-

tor deposits, or ID-

IDs, can form suddenly, resulting in a significant decrease in 

power and fuel economy. Black smoke is a sign of over-fueling 

and may mean you need to clean injectors.  

Invest in premium diesel fuel. It pays to use a premium 

diesel fuel, such as Cenex® Ruby Fieldmaster® to protect en-

gine components and increase equipment performance. The 

special additive package in Ruby Fieldmaster® has been prov-

en to increase horsepower by as much as 4.5 percent and 

improves fuel efficiency by up to 5 percent. A detergent pack-

age helps improve fuel efficiency by up to 5 percent. A deter-

gent package helps clean vital engine components, removing 

harmful dirt and deposits that can form in filters and injectors 

that can lead to frequent replacements and repairs.  

Clean and maintain bulk fuel tanks. Water is the enemy 

of stored fuel and the common culprit behind rust, bacteria 

and algae formation. If those contaminants make it through 

the filter and into engines, injectors can plug and pumps can 

fail. Check for water in tanks seasonally and if you find water 

at the bottom, drain and clean the tank. If sludge or contami-

nants are found, have the tank professionally cleaned.  

Enroll in a warranty plan. Equipment failure cripples 

productivity, so look for a warranty plan that covers new and 

used equipment. With the Total Protection Plan, CHS covers 

parts and labor costs to repair or replace parts that fail during 

normal use and will not void existing OEM warranty pro-

grams. The plan provides coverage for up to 10 years or 

10,000 hours for new equipment or 8,000 hours for used 

equipment. 

If you have question regarding your fuel quality, lubricants, 

warranties, or bulk fuel farm storage— call Jim at 605-769-

0562.  

One way growers can help their profitability during this 
time of low commodity prices is to make sure they are 
getting the best yield possible, so they simply have more 
crop to sell. Growers should make sure they are  
maximizing their production practices to help capitalize  
on the best potential yield: 

 Proper soil preparation, prior to planting 

 Applying crop nutrients and fertilizers as appropriate 
to help with emergence and throughout the life of 
the plant 

 Applying crop protection products as appropriate to 
help combat disease, weeds and insects 

 Proper irrigation, as appropriate 

 Effective harvesting practices and techniques 
 

 
A few products and services our CHS agronomy team may 
recommend are listed as the following: 

Through CHS YieldPoint®, you can tighten 
productivity and get a jump on higher yields 
with pinpoint accuracy. This precision pro-

gram includes farm planning, zone testing, prescription 
writing,  variable rate application, and farm data manage-
ment.  
 

CHS Aventine™ Complete contains a broad 
range of nutrients that are necessary to en-
hance plant growth, increase early season 
root development and correct nutrient defi-

ciencies in order to maximize yield potential.  
 

Levesol is the only combination of nitrogen 
fertilizer and pure chelating agent you can 
mix with liquid fertilizer and apply in-

furrow. It’s made from liquid urea nitrogen and the purest 
ortho-ortho EDDHA chelate that exists.  

Preparing for a Successful Harvest 



CHS Northern Plains 

503 N Potter Street 

Gettysburg, SD 57442 

chsnorthernplains.com 
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With our competitive rates, we want to 
remind patrons that the deadline for our 
credit loan applications is due by:  
March 15th.  

Contact Rachelle for questions or  
comments at 605-765-2496. 

© 2015 CHS Inc. 

  

Credit Application 
Reminder 

During our Annual Meeting and 2016 Farm Show, CHS Northern 
Plains held a drawing for guests to enter. The details of the 
drawing were a $1,000 donation in the winner’s name to a 
charity or nonprofit of their choice in their local community. 
The $1,000 was brought to you by BASF and CHS Northern 
Plains.  

The winner of the drawing was Duane Zabel of Selby, SD—who 
donated the contribution to the Selby Area Fire Department. 
Pictured is (Left to Right): Mike Rausch, CHS Northern Plains 
Grain Merchandiser; Curt Rostern, Fire Chief; and Duane Zabel.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safety  

Donation 

The Gettysburg 

Volunteer Fire  

Department  

received an MSA 

Altair 5X air moni-

tor that was donated on behalf of CHS Northern 

Plains on October 26, 2016. Fire Department Secre-

tary Josh Zweber accepted the air monitor that was 

presented by Safety Manager, Kelly Archer.  


